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CHOIRDOM'S ANNUAL MOVING TAKES PLACE TO-DA- Y

Yearly Contracts of All Noted Singers in All Noted Churches
Become Operative the First May Sunday An Army of

25,000 Men and Women in Greater New York and
Suburbs Earn Salaries Interpreting Sacred Music
time Immemorial tho first

FROM In May lift boon
day In cholrdom. All yearly

contracts for services are oper-

ative on that dalo and oil engage-
ments are reckomsl from this Sunday
May day In the unwritten history of
metropolitan church choirs there Is a
story to the 'fTert that yearn ago one
of New York's church congregations
I t i It. a new edifice and moved in on the
first Sunday In May. To make the change
oh complete as possible the music com-

mittee engaged u new choir. The old
singers applied for position.) in a rival
church mid were engaged. Other

followed Hillt and soon It be-

came the established custom to make
all changes in the choir lofts on "the
Church May day."

It has been recently estimated by one
who had every opportunity of knowing
and who had no possible reason for ex-

aggeration that in (treat or New York
and the surrounding suburbs llioro Is
an army of nearly if not quite .i.nou per-
sons who provide, a part at least of their
living expenses out of what they bring
into tho family exchequer by the tiso of
their musical talents once a week at
public worship in church or ten. pie. A
large proportion of these 2i,if0 persons
look forward to this May day renewal
or lapse of their yearly incomes with
respective joy or dread. It means expan-
sion or curtailment to all to some an
extra glimpse c! the opera or a few more
suppers to others existence or want or
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worse. Two million nnd a half dollars
e.ie aid them or the more f'ortunato
others for this musical service.

On this first Sunday of May, ton. there
will ba more than th'j us'ul of
changes soprano and tcnow asking
for more, solos and more sal try, con-
traltos and iNirytone.s looking for less
work and longer vacations and com-
mittees the impotiibl?, and
getting it Every year thi market seems
to ba controlled by soms partic iWr want ,

this ye-i- ths wait is tsnors. Tiio ma-
jority r chiHai reoj"'Ii hn been
made by tenors, A few weeks ago
Edward Strong, tenor of the quartet
rtt tin Kifth Ave:iM? Prejbyteria i Ciurch,
resigned Ills position to gu West. Sd far
the position has not been filled. Mr.
Theodora Vai Yorx, wlio for tha past
six years hu Iwen singini; the tenor
solos nt .St. Thomas's Church, recently
found that his puplU needed him more
and more and requested Mr. Macfarlaue
to find some one else to fill his place,
rortunately for both tho church and
Mr. Macfarlane Heed Miller was
available and was promptly secured for
the placs. Mr. Miller has been at the
Uriels Presbyterian Church for five years
His place has been filled by Charles
Harrison,

Mr. Miller will find ideal surround
ings at St. Thomas's, As choirmaster
William C. Macfarlane 1ms fulfilled nil
propnecies made for him by his friends
when he took charge of ttie choir twelve i

years ago, St. J nomas s has long been
noted for its music. The edifice, which
was destroyed by fire in August, 1005,
was opened for worship In October, 1870.
For thirty years the music was under tho
direction of Dr. George William Warren.
During this period the choir wbb com-
posed of quartet and chorus- - forty
mixed voices. The music was a feature
of New York life. Not to have heard
Marie (iramm, Emily Winant and Dr
Carl Martin or the strumming of tho harp
during the singing of Dr Warren's hymns
was considered a lost opportunity for
out of town visitors, With tho resigna-
tion of Dr Warren came u new boy choir,

' which has upheld the reputation of the
old. and lias become noted as ono of the
foremost boy choirs of the country. Mr.
Macfarlane has seventy voices at his
command -- hoys and men Master (lus-ta- v

Slalil, soprano soloist for tho coming
year, has already found a place for him-
self in the hearts of the St Thomas
parishioners, Ho takes the place filled
by Master Edward ilausberg of last
year

Ctltbraics 20lh Anniversary.
On the oilier side of the avenue at St

Patrick's Cathedral Choirmaster J C
Ungerer celebrates his twentieth anni-
versary with his xtrfected male
voice choir of ten solo voires. The newly
completed Ijht is as follows: .1, A i'inne-ga-

.1 C. Hieil, William li, McKelden,
N S Silberslnin, A II Silbernngel. (Ira-ha- m

Iteed, .1 A I'itzPatrick. William F
llooly.A van (lii'-lfei- i and . .1 O'Connor.
No liner a c,ipe,i work i heard on the
Hoiiue Mnswts by Itlieinlierger, Pernsi,
Atiler, Elmer unfamiliar to the average
choir singer are favorites of Mr -r.

ho hi" made a tudy of the quaint
and the unusual On ml occasion,
high days and festivals, the choir Is aug-
mented by the addition nf extra men and
fventy tle boys, selected from he

nuikt of I ie singers from the vanoui

Institutions under the suiervislon of
the Cathedral. On these occasions the
organ is supplemented by a full orchestra
of strings, wood winds and brasses,
The Cathedral has always lioon the homo
of brilliant musical services. Up to tho
timo of tho Papal request In 1004 that
women voices should not be heard in tho
church, both the quartet and chorus
were famous. Katherine llilke wbb so-

prano soloist for many years, and leforo
she went to Europe to study for the oper-
atic stage Olive Fromstad was the nolo
contralto. The chancel choir of sixty
boys drilled by M. Ungerer and under
his direction for eleven years adds
much to the effectiveness of tho service.
Especially has this tcen true since the
elevation of his Excellency the former
Archbishop hurley to the Cardinalate.

St. Ilartholomew's choir, called the
highest priced choir in tho United States.
Is mourning for Its lost tenor, Mr.Latnbert
Murphy, who bus succumbed to the lure
of the Metropolitan Opera House stage.
Mr. Murphy was a Springfield boy and had
sung in Massachusetts In various capac-

ities and positions before ho came to New
York and immediately won for himself
a place among the best church tenors.
Ills position has not yet been filled. In
order to guard against any further losses
in the ranks of this unique band of
vocalists the church lias retained the
other members of the quartet with new
contracts, adding to the annual check

. of the soprano soloist. Miss Oraco Kerns,
several hundri-- dollars and thus making

new
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her tho highest priced church soloist in
the city. Content with nothing but the
best St. Bartholomew's lias always had
good music. A quarter of a century ago,
when Carl Walter was the organist and Ella
Earle, Hut lie Clapper, Theodore Toedt
and Franz Itemmertz comprised the solo
quartet, tho muslo was admirably sung
by tho then best obtainable voices. Then
camo Itlchard Henry Warren, who aug-
mented the choir with a chorus and
finally convinced tho trustees of the
church that they needod a stirpliced body
of singers. From his work has been
developed the present efficient half hun-
dred voicos, many of whom are as well
paid as soloists in other churches and
all loyal to the work demanded, three
rehearsals a week and elaborato services,
Mr. Arthur S. Hyde, the present choir-
master and organist, Is carrying tho
drilling of tho choir to still further

His Sunday afternoon services,
with an entire cantata or short oratorio
for the anthem, havo served to fill the
church to more than completion. The
unaccompanied carols last Christmas j)ajr
will bo remembered for a long timo to
come. Mrs. Jones will remain as solo
contralto and Mr. Arthur Weld as basso.
Harp and violin add to tho effectiveness
of tho accompaniments of the double
organ, expecially In tho more modern
works with which the programmes are
filled.

Down at Old Trinity Dr Victor Baier
celebrates y his forty-flr- st year of
work in the church. In 1871 ho came
to Mr. Messiter as a boy soloist, in 185
ho was made assistant organist that is,
played upon tho organ In tho loft at tho
rear of tho church- - a position ho hold
until the resignation of Mt. Messiter in
1897, when ho took entire charge of the
choir. This gives to the doctor tho rec-
ord for the longest continuance in ono
church choir in tho city. Ever since
Sunday morning, March 13, lltos, "Old
Trinity" has had continuous services
"with music " Six pounds a year was
paid to the first church clerk to "set and
slug the psalms" there was no organ
in tho church until 1741 Four organs
havo been used in tho church slncn th
first was built by John Clemni and played
by his son, the present one having Is-e-

put in by ("hoit master Hodge in It IS
It Is y one of the finest of instru-
ments. As usual, on Ascension Day Dr,
Baler will give a special eryice in the

churoh with orchestra and double organ.
ine piece do resistance for this year s
service Is to bo the Silas mass in C, given
in America for the first time with; full
orchestral accompaniment. 'Hie score
for tho orchestra was on tho 111 fated

Titanic. Hut fortunately Dr. Baler has
some of the parts and is arranging a full
score for an orchestra of forty-on- e pieces,
harp and two organs, and promises it
for the Ascension Day celebration, on May
20 --Trinity's birthday, Boy voices were
introduced into Trinity's choir as early
as 1844, but there were "women soloists"
up to 1S39, Sinco then, however, the
boys havo reigned supreme. For his
special service on Ascension Day Dr.
Baier announces some new soloists among
his boys.

Elaborate Evening Service Music.
When tho West Presbyterian Church

moved up to the West Sido and joined
with tho Park Presbyterian the choir
remained intact. Tho tenor. William
II. Heiger, is stlll'in tho choir loft, having
seen continuous service with the choir
sinco the days of Clementine do Vere,
who sang with him under tho preaching
of Dr. Paxton. To-da- y a new soprano
comes to tho choir in the person of .Miss
Bertha Kinzel. .MissKinzel Is a St. Joe,
Missouri, girl, She has been In Boston
for the last few years, Kinging with the
Boston Symphony Orchestra and with
nearly all the oratorio societies of tho
Fast. Her last church position was solo
soprano at tho Henry Kogers Memorial
Church. At the West Park she takes the
place of .Miss Anna Case (one of tho new
sopranos at tho .Metropolitan Opera
House), who goes to the Church of the
Pilgrims in Brooklyn, .Mrs, Etta Burgess
Nobbes, contralto, and Mr. Frederick
(iunlher, basso, remain in their old posi-
tions. Arthur Hose, organist and choir-
master, celebrates his twenty-secon- d

year at this church this evening, Tho
muslo at the evening service is usually
elaborate. Selections from some oratorio
are sung on the last Sunday of the month.
Last Sunday evening selections front
Mendelssohn's "Elijah" were given.

Tho Church of the Pilgrims, to which
Miss Case goes is one of the host
paying of the Brooklyn churches, Al- -

' fred V Cornell has I n in charge of the
music hero for the l.isl two years, lit)
retains with him Paul Dufault, tenor
who has sung in tills church for fourteen
consecutive years and Cliffoul Cairns,
basso Tho contralto poMtton has not yet
been lilled unil iniiv not be until fall. 'I he
work dune by those young brilliant voices
will doubtless continue to please tho
music lovers of tho congregation, of which

I there are many.
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Old St. Mark's "in the Bouerio" will
suffer a loss y in the alwence or its
old choir loader, J. C. (Demey. Jack
l)eniwey, ono or tho most popular choir
leaders in New York, has resigned after
twenty-on- e consecutive, years of what
his friends call "hard labor." Mr. Demp- -
sey's baton Is as long if not so pointed
as that used by Herr Niftisch at his recent
concerts in CarnegM Hall. At every
weekly rehearsal and at every Sunday
setvico for weeks, without a single
break on account of sickness or any
other adversity, this baton has waved
over tho lender's desk in the front of tho
organ loft, a desk, by the way, nearly
as largo as that made for londuotnc
Hertz at the Metropolitan for the manu
script or "Mono," and at every service
tho bass voice of the leader has Ijeen
heard in hymn and authetn. As Mr.
Detnpsey tendered his resignation the
new rector was heard to say: "You have
been rector of this church for over twenty
years. Now isuliaps tho real roator
may lie permitted to exercise his func-
tions. I congratulate you upon your
popularity." The organist, Willis Ailing,
remains, as do tho other memls-r- s of the
present choir. Miss Curtis, on tour with
tho Russian Symphony Orchestra, Is tho
solo Hoprauo, and Miss Charlotte St. John
Elliott is taking her place while she is
away Tho thirty.

At tho Madison Avenue Baptist Church
a new tenor comes from the Ijifayelte
Avenue I'reslivterian Church of llrook- -
vn, Thomas .Morgan Phillips. Bruno j

lliihu, orgnuist, remains with the choir
as it stood last year with this exception, '

Mrx, Florence Haight is the soprano, '

I .Mrs, Morroll Alcock tho contralto and
l.yuian Clary tho luisso.

To fill the va-an- cy made by the departure
of Mr, Phillis .lohn Hyatt Brewer, organ- - i

jst of the ijirayclto Avenue Presbyterian
Church, has engaged Emory Itaudniph, a
new tenor or promise. The other solo

oiccs in this choir are Miss Eliznlieth
i Tudor, sniirauo: M1.-- Marv Jordan, inn- -

tralto, and Etwin O. Swain, baaso. Mr.

Bertha "K-un- new
irano. west Park
Presbyterian Church

Brewer celebrates this thirty-thir- d year
At this church this morning. The chorus
of thirty-liv- e voices does excellent work.
This is tho church where Dr. Cuyler
preached for so many years.

Among tho other important changes
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in Brooklyn churches is that made by the
resignation or A. G. Bobyn, who
for years has been connected with the
Tompkins A Church.
Mr. Bobyn resigned last week, giving as
his reason his desire to devote his entire
time to tho oHras and opera cotniques
upon wiiicii no is at wora. nis piace was
tendered to William G. Hammond, who
has just closed his ninth year as organist
of the First Beformed Church, Seventh
ovenuo and Carroll street, but Mr. Ham-
mond declined tho offer as ho had de-
cided to go abroad to further his work in
oporotic composition, Ho goes to Italy,
takillff his wife, former contridto soloist
at tho Tompkins Avenue church.

tno unitarian cnurch of the saviour,
Brooklyn Heights, an entirely now choir
will sing y. The organist is William
K. Kraft, from St. .lnh
Church, Yonkers; tho sonrano. Mrs.
Bessie Clark Branlon; tho contralto, Miss
Marguerite Dunlin: tho tenor ft st
Tomlin, and the basso, Francis Rogers,
one oi jypw lorK'e best known concert
singers, and who has I teen linnr.! nt tlm
Cathedral ,of St. John tho Divine with
great pleasure for tho past two years.

For tho West End Church
105th street and Amsterdam avenue
Charles B, Hawley has been engaged as
organist ami choirmaster. Mr. Hawley
takes with him three of the members of
his choir from tho Madison Avenue Metho-dls- t

Church. Miss Edna Smith, his so- -
prano, is one of the highest prim! soloists
in tno city; iiociitel Alcock. his tenor, is a
rival of th" liottor known eonevrt tenors;
and his Imsso, William Tucker. Is as pleas'
nig m concert as in cnoir work The con-tralt-

Mrs, Lillian Brown, remains from
the former regime. As Dr Ki i? win Mm '
nis.tor of the Wtst End church, preached '

in ..! iersons at each service tho now
choir will have the opport unity of sioelily
making as many friends in their new sur- -'
rounding as they left in the old.

Tho big vete choir of ninety at the I

Cftlvnry MothodUt Episcopal Church.,
tit IJVth street and Bevonth avenue, will I
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take on a new lease of life with tho new
choir of soloists which will be added to-
day by the organist, A. E. Patterson.
Miss May Qawans, the contralto, comes

on
of

is

gieater
in

Church of Eighty-- 1 church makes an
first and Central Park George torium especially for
W. Ballard, and J D. which will In large measure
basso, are soprano, I confine hi For y his choir

Graham Keardon, Is numler thirty voices.
was will be added to until

llie Lent congregational or selector!.
Brooklyn, Dr. S. Parkos Cadman
preaches, will start the new to-da- y

with tills Organist, Frederick Pres-
ton; soprano, Mrs. Shannah Cummings
Jones; contralto. Miss India Waelchli;
tenor. Arthur S. dough; and basso, A.
Duncan Cornwall. Mr Preston will con-

duct a chorus or fifty voices.
At tho Madison Avenue Ueformed

Church, better known as Dr. Kittredge's.
although Dr. Kittredge is now pastor
emeritus, all of tho have left but the
organist and Mrs. Lucy Marsh
Gordon, Marion and
contralto, Sergeant O'Keefo

sought of in full uniform
will be and

or- - and
ganist, A. military uniforms.
remain. public of was

At two principal funeral
in

JBl M l III

5cott Jr., -

CrracejChurch

venueCongregational

Cornckus

Centurton

xth street and F.mnnn.Pl i
Forty-thir- d the for the

services on Friday, and
Sunday will practically tho same.

tho the cantor, tho
Bernhard Steinberg, has en-

gaged for a concert tour or Europe and
will sing in London. Berlin, Vienna,

nnd Jerusalem ho is away.
At Emanu-E- l Inez Barbour returns
for the regular During her

absence In Europe MissElsjo Davis has been her

Comes To-da-

A new soprano tho
Central Church on Fifty,
seventh Mrs. E. F. Sterling.

momliors or tho choir Miss
Helen Neibuhr. Dolos neeker

and Andrea Harry
M. Gilbert, orgiuiist, the in
the hands of his assistant, William
T. Ruthortord. This choir has tho

or the Kaltonborn String Quartet
on

of the interesting
in city is of the Church or St.

tho Virgin. yearn ago Dr.
George Prentice fought gained
an enviable among the of
Now York, presenting tho
and musical sorvloo outside
tho Catholic. Church, To-da- y

S. Fleming takes his
carrying on work with falthruL
niwi ihmii ui mi nuruesi to keep
St Mary's in her niche and a
devotion t traditions of tho choir
to which his predecessor up his
entire lire Mr. Fleming's

than a Ixwly or the
are u of

the body musical hi urn the choristers
a feature that ha elaewhsre

Manhattan Three of In.
Htrumental body are members th
New York riiilharmonlo Society Me-rs- .

llurko, violins, and Mr.
viola. Ikyer the

remainder of the baud uro
not mi but they are all fwiid )ro.
fesslonals and nil members of "St. Mary's
Choir." In the orchestra are eight strings,
four wood winds and four brasses, 1m.

sides the kettledrums that used tnM.irtle
tho churchgoers when introduced by

Prentice.
Dr. Corrit Smith will begin the ntw

year y with his now stirpliced choir
in the new South Church at Eighty-fift- h

street and Park avenue. This new edifice
has probably the llnet room muslo
among'the churches in New York.
Seventy feet height, narrow and lone.
with walls and roof of stone and floor nf

from the the Disciples. tiles, tho ideal ntrii- -

btreet West: tho choral work
the tenor, Thomas. to Dr. Smith

also newcomers; the choir.
Mrs. Mildred the only will but Liter
soloist who with the old choir. these the full fifty

nil unurch snail have been
where

year
choir:

choir
basso.

in

A true tyie of the church militant ii
tho chapel of St. Cornelius tho Centurion
on Oovernop Ever since thu

.island was fortified in 177(1 there has
ffimo kind of a chapel attached to it.

In the to he
an army post chaplains
commUirfoned, Trinity Church asked anl
obtained jiermisslon to furnish a priet
at its expense and has so ever

tho "Garrison Chapol,"
the services are conducted with military
precision and tho choir are recruited

soprano; Mrs. Vanduyn, from the available on ths
and Mr. John S. Macdonald, island. Is the sexton

have church work tho church and appears
where. Their places filled with tho boys in their surplice, the
until the Charles A. Baker, seats aro filled with tho officers men

and George Fleming, basso, in full lat
service the choir the sins- -

tho synagogues in ing at the of (ten. Frederick Dent
Manhattan, Temple Beth-E- l, at Seventy- - J Among tho tho choir

Floyd Meey. on, U If
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various Saturday
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Paris,
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Miss
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four months
substituting
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New Soprano
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other aro;
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Ono most choirs
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for and
jilaco choirs

most
Imposing
Roman

Waller place,
tho a

dosirn
proor

the
gave

"choir
more singers;

Instrumentalists as part
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bass The
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Dr.

for
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When 18M Island ceased
for which were

own done
since. Called
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tenor, else- -
not

fall.
Tho

Grant. boys

at
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ser-
vice
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much

Smith
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aro and havo lioen tho sons of many
officers stationed on the island, (ien
liconard Wood's son Osborne. Col All-
ison's son Malcolm, Major Dickson s
two boys Tracy and Abbot, Col. Cronk-hite- 's

son Alexander, have all been mem-
bers of this choir militant, which, by ths
way, has one of the finest ball teams m
the surrounding counties, Capt. Arthur
Halpin, the organist and choir director,
is a great boy lover and has the alTcctu u
utid esteem or overy one who has Ix-r-

connected with tho island since hu
upiioiutinent six year's ago.

No one instrument has augmented tlm
organ at church servioes with such oll'ei--

tiveness as has tho harp-- no harpist is mi
well known among the city's church
singers nnd churchgoers as Mis Maud
Morgan, who continues to "assist " Georgo
W. Helrenstuin at Grace Cutirch, Tn
choir here consists or thirty-fou- r hovs
and men. Tho work done by this church
is much more than that of preparing th
singers for their Sunday services. Al the
choir house at ss Fourth avenue there n
carried on a complete boys' school, t

which tiio choir bovs aro welcome.
Twenty or tho boys live at this house.
Tho others are day scholars,

Tho Brick Presbyterian Church ha m
Its organist and choir director. Clareum
Dickinson, ono or tho strictest of dlcip'
nnriaus, His choir is small tuo su"
quartets and a chorus or sixteen Inn ,i I

are paid, and the chorus Is roorgatr. 1

every fall, wnoii oven tn old no n ie i
aro obliged to sing on trial. The only
changes Hero are the solo tenor of

i first quartet, Charles Hurrison, who hi -

the place or Iteed Miller, itiul Miss Hew '
I.Moister, contralto of tile second qua.

who succeeds Miss Gertrude Mer
T to very highest standard is insi l

upon in overy respect An or.i.iiv
i presented each mouth during the sean ,

among those given last year were Km
I

slali."
"Christmas Oratorio 'anil Handel's 'Mc


